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1. The Standing Committee on Political Affairs held its meeting on 14-15 May 2014 in Ankara, the Republic of Turkey. Delegations from, Bahrain, Indonesia, Iran, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Lebanon, Pakistan, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia and Turkey participated in this meeting. The list of participants is attached as Annex I.

2. In inaugural session, H.E. Dr. Masoud Islami, APA Under-Secretary-General in Legal and Political Affairs presented an opening statement in which he expressed condolences to the People and the Grand National Assembly of Turkey, concerning the massive blast in a the Soma region in Turkey which claimed hundreds of lives of miners the day before. He also outlined the main objectives of the meeting and the role of the Standing Committees in setting the priority agenda of the APA. Honorable Dr. Yuksel OZDEN, APA Vice President for Political affairs and Head of APA Group in Grand National Assembly of Turkey, delivered his welcoming remarks. He also highlighted the valuable capacities of the APA for expanding the scope of cooperation and facilitating interaction among Member Parliaments and their respective countries. Honorable Senator Muhammad Jehangir Bader on behalf of APA President and Honorable Mr. Sadik Yakut, Deputy Speaker of Grand National Assembly of Turkey welcomed the participants and expressed their willing to have a positive outcome from this meeting.

3. At the beginning, the meeting considered and adopted the draft agenda which was drafted by the APA Secretariat. (Annex III) Then Honorable Mr. Abdulaziz Abul of Bahrain, Honorable Mr. Avaz Haidarpour from the Iranian Delegation; Honorable Senator Jehangir Bader of Pakistan Delagation; were elected as Co-Chairpersons. Honorable Mr. Alexander Romanovich of Russia was also elected as the Rapporteur of the meeting. Honorable Dr. Yuksel OZDEN opened the working session and requested all delegates to actively participate in discussions and present constructive proposals. He underscored the growing political and economic power of Asia in recent years and paving the way for more effective roles from Asian countries and parliaments. 
4. The list of documents before the Meeting included:

i) APA/Res/2013/01 of 9 December 2013, on Consolidation of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia,

ii) APA/Res/2013/02 of 9 December 2013, on Asian Parliaments and Governments: Together for Solidarity and Prosperity in Asia
iii) APA/Res/2013/04 of 9 December 2013, on Asian Parliaments against Terrorism and Foreign Occupation. 
5. H.E. Dr. Masoud Islami, APA Under-Secretary-General presented the report of APA Secretary General on the status and progress of the items on the agenda and briefed the participants on the framework of discussions and the merits of each item. The text of APA Secretary General is attached as Annex- II. In his Report to the Standing Committee to Political Affairs, the APA Secretary-General reported the latest state of each of the following items in order to provide a ground for further deliberation by the Standing Committee and pave the way for further action by the APA:
a) Principles of friendship and cooperation in Asia;
b) Enhancing cooperation between APA and Asian governments;
c) Expanding cooperation with regional and international organizations; 

d) Major issues of peace and security in Asia; 

(1) Terrorism, Foreign Occupation and Organized Crimes

(2) Atrocities Committed by Israel and Humanitarian Crisis in Palestine

(3) Disarmament, Non Proliferation Treaty and Effective Security Assurance

(4) Political and Security Developments in Other Parts of the World

e) Other Important Issues for Consideration:
(1) APA Publicity Campaign in Asia and Beyond

(2) Promoting the APA day

(3) APA Troika Plus Meetings

6. The participants engaged in a general debate on ways and means required for promoting and implementing the previous and pointed out ideas and subject matters for consideration in new draft resolutions. At the initiative of the Chair, the following presentations were made at the side of the discussions in each session for further enrichment of the debate:

- Mr. Afif DEMIRKIRAN, Co- Chair of Turkey – EU Joint Parliamentary Committee and member of Grand National Assembly of Turkey

 - Mr. Ali SAHIN, Vice Co-Chair of Turkey – EU Joint Parliamentary Committee and Member of Grand National Assembly of Turkey 

- Prof. Dr. Selcuk Colakoglu, Chair of International Strategic Research Organization Center for Asia Pacific Studies

- Associate Prof. Dr. Suleyman Ozeren, Chair of International Center for Terrorism and Transnational Crime. 

Excerpts from some presentations as prepared by the host parliament and made available to the APA Secretariat are attached as Annex IV.

 7. After extensive deliberation by participants, the APA Secretariat prepared four new Draft

Resolutions and presented them to the Meeting which was considered in the following order:

a.  Draft Resolution on Measures and Methods of Materialization of Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia ( SC- Political/draft Res/ 2014/01-15 May 2014)

b.  Draft Resolution on Engaging APA with Asian Governments and Inter-Governmental Organizations ( SC- Political/draft Res/ 2014/02-15 May 2014)

c.   Draft Resolution on Denunciation of Terrorism and Violent Extremism (SC -Political/draft Res/ 2014/03-15 May 2014)

d.  Draft Resolution on Important Political Developments in Asia ( SC -Political/draft Res/ 2014/04-15 May 2014)

The Standing committee considered the complete text of each draft resolutions one by one, and made minor alterations to them. It was unanimously decided to recommend the adopted Draft Resolutions to the first APA Executive Council Meeting of 2014, to be forwarded to the APA plenary for final consideration and adoption. Draft Resolutions are attached to this Report as Annex V. 

10.  The Standing Committee expressed special appreciation to the Grand National Assembly of Republic of Turkey for excellent organization of the meeting and the hospitality extended to all participants. On behalf of all distinguished delegates, the Chair particularly thanked the APA Secretariat for outstanding service it has provided for smooth running of the meeting. Our thanks and appreciation goes also to the staff of the local secretariat for their effective contributions to the meeting.  
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Report By

H.E. M. H. Nejad-Hosseinian
The Secretary-General of the APA

To the Meeting of the

APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs

Ankara, Turkey

14-15 May 2014

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

The APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs is being convened today for the first time in 2014. The previous meeting of the Committee was held in Seoul, in the Republic of Korea, back in 2011. The tragic and sad situation in Syria over the past three years, not only has claimed numerous innocent lives and resulted in massive destruction, but also curbed the regular activities and meetings of the APA. 

The resumption of activities of the Standing Committee of Political Affairs provides an occasion for renewing our resolve to revitalize the APA and utilize its great potentials for contributing to the betterment and improvement of Asia. The APA is increasingly expected to assume a more vivid stance in influencing the course of events in Asia in line with its goals and aspirations which include peace, prosperity and development for all people and further integration in Asia. We need to increase effectiveness and relevance of the APA activities to current developments and priorities of our region. All Member Parliaments are thus required to undertake their fair share of activity and further contribution to the work of the Organization. Such determination would, of course, need to be translated into action and function.

The principle vehicle through which the APA pursues its goals and objectives is its resolutions. By adopting resolutions, on the basis of unanimity and consensus, the APA sets priorities for further convergence among Asian nations. Through its Resolutions, the APA does exert certain influence on the process of policy-making in Asia. The significant function of the APA Standing Committees stems from their critical role in identifying priority subject matters, and drafting pertinent resolutions.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

ON THE AGENDA ITEMS

Reviewing previous items on the agenda of the Standing Committee on Political Affairs indicates the following subject matters as the main issues considered by the Committee, the respective documents of which have been retroactively cited below: 

f) promoting friendship; cooperation; and solidarity in Asia;
 

g) enhancing cooperation between APA and Asian governments;

h) expanding cooperation with regional and international organizations;
 

i) major issues of peace and security in Asia;
 

In light of the developments related to peace and security in Asia over the past three years, it seems relevant for the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs to take note of the recent resolutions adopted by the United Nations General Assembly calling for worldwide collaboration against violence and extremism. It will be appropriate for the Committee to consider drafting resolutions to formulate APA’s contribution to this universal cause.  

IMPLEMENTATION

OF THE APA POLITICAL RESOLUTIONS

In December 2013, the APA 6th Plenary Session in Islamabad, Pakistan, adopted all draft resolutions which were prepared by this standing committee and recommended to it by the Executive Council. We have, therefore, before us a number of adopted resolutions the operative paragraphs of which set part of the agenda of this meeting.    

The Secretary-General wishes to report on the latest state of each of the above-mentioned items and their respective resolutions in order to provide a ground for further deliberation by the Standing Committee on Political Affairs and pave the way for further action by the APA.

1.  Principles of Friendship and Cooperation In Asia

The contents of the Declaration on Friendly Relations and Cooperation in Asia encompass a range of subjects vital to further peace and security in the Asian community at large. It also provides a framework for convergence and a platform for active interaction at a macro level throughout the region. Not only the geographical proximity, but also historical, cultural, economic, political, and security ties are recognized in the Declaration as bearing their own distinctive effects in shaping up a viable regional integration. 

It should be proudly noted that the adoption of the Declaration on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia is a remarkable achievement of the APA inter-parliamentary diplomacy. As an Assembly of Asian people's representatives, the APA is in a proper position to cultivate this invaluable common ground in the interest of the promotion of friendly relations and cooperation among Asian Nations. 
In the course of deliberations of the meetings of the APA Standing Committees and subsequently in the two meetings of the Executive Council in 2010, it has been recommended to hold international conferences on four important subjects that have been on the APA agenda for some time. Organizing international conferences is a mechanism designed to give a boost to certain agenda items which need more scholarly elaborations on the one hand and more publicity on the other to accomplish their desired outcomes. Moreover, such conferences are expected to attract interested groups and stakeholders who are active in these fields in one way or another.

The first international conference on friendship and cooperation was held in Solo, Indonesia in 2011. The 6th APA Plenary decided to hold the second conference in the homeland of a volunteer Member Parliament sometime in May 2014. The delegations of the Russian Duma and the Parliament of the Islamic Republic of Iran expressed their interest in hosting the event subject to further confirmation. However, these promises are yet to be materialized. This issue of holding and hosting the second international conference needs to be considered for a proper decision by this meeting.

2. Enhancing Cooperation Between APA and Asian Governments

The expansion of ties and enhancement of cooperation between the APA and governmental bodies and organizations, has been one of the priority areas in the work of the APA. The modalities that have been accepted and emphasized by relevant APA Resolutions in this respect have included inviting Ministers of Foreign Affairs, or their representatives, of APA Member and Observer Parliaments to participate in the Plenary Sessions of the APA and to exchange views on the most significant and urgent issues in Asia and on the APA agenda. Furthermore, it has been decided to appoint an APA delegate as a Focal Point within the APA Member Parliaments to be in charge of making regular coordination between the Parliaments and Governments on the one hand, and between the Parliaments and the Secretariat for the implementation of APA decisions and programs on the other.

The Secretary-General shall remain hopeful that the deliberations of the Standing Committee on Political Affairs would pave the path for more practical initiatives to enhance cooperation between the APA and Asian Governments and take the issue steps further.

3. Expanding Cooperation with Regional and International Organization

Growing international outreach of the APA will definitely contribute to the realization of its goals and objectives. Therefore, and in line with the mandates of the APA resolutions, the Secretariat has taken certain steps to expand the international ties and interactions of the Assembly with international governmental organizations such as the United Nations; inter-parliamentary organizations such as the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU); Parliamentary Union of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (PUIC); Inter-Parliamentary Union of the Arab Countries (IPUAC); Latin American Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (LAIPA); and non-governmental organizations such as the International Conference of Asian Political Parties (ICAPP). 

Most of the APA activities in this respect have been directed to attending the General Assemblies of these organizations and seeking and granting observer status on the mutual basis. In the case of ICAPP, the APA Fifth Plenary adopted a specific Resolution
 based on the Secretary-General’s Report
 whereby granted APA Observer status to ICAPP and decided to arrange a joint meeting of APA and the ICAPP Standing Committee at the side of the First meeting of the Executive Council in 2011 in order to explore areas of common grounds and to add to the synergy between the two major Asian organizations. Due to the extraordinary situation in Syria, this meeting was not convened as expected. However, at the sidelines of the APA 6th Plenary in Islamabad, a constructive meeting took place and further cooperation between the two organizations were contemplated.

4. Major Issues of Peace and Security in Asia
The APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs cannot avoid addressing major issues of peace and security in Asia, particularly those related to the countries of its Member Parliaments. In order to contribute to fostering peace and security throughout Asia, the APA should rely on principles enshrined in the APA Charter which include promoting dialogue and friendly relations in Asia through good offices; negotiation; reconciliation; mediation; and reduction of tensions between Asian countries through mechanisms like the APA Troika Plus; promoting culture of peace in Asia; and addressing both soft and hard aspects of peace and security in Asia through cooperation with inter-governmental and non-governmental organizations. 
The power behind the APA resolutions, functions, and activities is necessarily of soft nature. Accordingly, the Secretary-General is of the view that for playing an effective role in promoting further peace and security in Asia, the APA would need to direct the course of its activities towards collective capacity building and networking with prominent like-minded actors in the realm of peace and security in Asia.

In consideration of the concerns and anxieties expressed so far by the APA Member Parliaments which have been reflected in the APA Resolutions, the following subjects have been referred to as the major issues of peace and security in Asia:

a) Terrorism, Foreign Occupation and Organized Crimes

Terrorism continues to indiscriminately affect innocent people and inflict pain and suffering on humanity at large. Terrorism is thus considered to be one of the most pressing security concerns not only in Asia but also throughout the world.
Deliberations of previous meetings APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs indicated that all delegates unequivocally condemned all acts of terrorism. However, some delegates have been concerned that the fighting “terrorism” is sometimes misused to justify foreign occupation, state terrorism and violations of human rights. Many delegates stressed the need for clear differentiation between acts of terrorism and the acts of self-defense conducted by individuals and nations confronting foreign occupation in fulfillment of their rights to self-determination. 

To keep abreast of the counter-terrorism activities, including those organized by the relevant United Nations Resolutions, the Fifth APA Plenary adopted a Resolution on the Role of Asian Parliaments in Promoting Comprehensive Counter-Terrorism and Counter-Occupation Strategies.
 The Resolution was reflective of the assumptions and aspirations expressed by the APA delegates with a view to prevent and combat terrorism in all its forms and manifestations. It underscores the APA determination to utilize parliamentary diplomacy for the sake of combating international terrorism more effectively. 

b) Atrocities Committed by Israel and Humanitarian Crisis in Palestine

In its past three consecutive Plenary Sessions, the APA has passed strong Resolutions concerning the situation in the Palestinian territories. In 2013 the Sixth Plenary adopted a resolution on Supporting Palestinian State and Protecting the Rights of Palestinian People. In 2010, the Fifth Plenary adopted a Resolution on supporting the rights of Palestinian people.
 In 2009, the Fourth APA Plenary, addressed the subject with grave concern and passed the Resolution on violations of international humanitarian law in Palestine and the war crimes committed by the Zionist Regime in Gaza.
 In 2008, another Resolution was adopted on Humanitarian Crisis in Palestine in Particular in the Gaza Strip.

In its Resolutions pertaining to the Palestinian issue, the APA has stressed its commitment to contribute to the promotion of peace and security at regional and global levels on the basis of justice and the rule of law and expressed deep concerns about the grave humanitarian crisis in Palestine and particularly in Al-Quds and Gaza and its anxiety over the continuing occupation of the Palestinian territories. Given the importance continuously attached to this issue by the APA, it seems appropriate to keep the item on the agenda and keep the APA abreast of the developments on the ground.

c) Disarmament, Non-Proliferation Treaty and Effective Security Assurance
It is recognized in the relevant APA resolutions that the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) provides a suitable framework for addressing the sensitive issue of nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation. Because of its comprehensive approach, the Treaty continues to be the cornerstone of disarmament and non-proliferation of nuclear weapons. 

APA has also committed itself to support effective security assurance to be provided by nuclear states to non-nuclear states and to denouncing the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons in international relations.
 In order to exercise parliamentary diplomacy for the promotion of peace and security in Asia, the APA would need to elevate its endeavors for networking with prominent like-minded actors in the realm of disarmament and non-proliferation. 

d) Political and Security Developments in Other Parts of the World

Cognizant of global trends and developments which have made the world increasingly inter-related and inter-dependent, the APA cannot limit the scope of its vision and missions only to regional issues. While the political and security issues in Asia constitute the main priority of the APA, it cannot be indifferent as to the events and developments affecting peace and security in other parts of the world. The APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs is, therefore, expected to set the ground for the APA positions vis-à-vis the situation in Europe, concerning the crisis in Ukraine which seems to have both regional as well as global consequences, and grave situation in Africa, concerning the predicaments in Central African Republic; and the recent shocking event in Nigeria concerning the abduction of school girls by an extremist violent group which deeply affects the entire humanity at large.

In light of the developments related to peace and security in Asia over the past three years, it seems relevant for the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs to take note of the recent resolutions adopted by the United Nations General Assembly calling for worldwide collaboration against violence and extremism. It will be appropriate for the Committee to consider drafting resolutions to formulate APA’s contribution to this universal cause.  

5. Other Important Issues for Consideration

In addition to the above-mentioned agenda items, there are certain important issues that requires due consideration and proper decisions by the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs. These include the following:

a) APA Publicity Campaign in Asia and Beyond

APA Member Parliaments must utilize various measures and mechanisms for growing efficacy of the Organization. In a world characterized by communication revolution and global media, it is crucially important for the APA to make the old and young people in Asia informed and familiar with its goals and objectives. It is imperative for the APA to run a publicity campaign for disseminating further information about its aims and objectives throughout Asia and beyond. In this context, the promotion and commemoration of November  14th   of  each  year  as  the  APA  Day  by  all  Member  Parliaments  is  of  particular importance. In the context of publicity campaign, the APA Secretariat has proposed commemoration of 14 November, on which the APA Charter was formally adopted, as the APA Day. The first Executive Council recommended to the Fifth Plenary to adopt a decision on 14 November as the APA Day. 
b) APA Troika-Plus Meetings
Troika-Plus mechanism is an efficient institutional instrument at the disposal of the Assembly for responding to emergency situations and addressing important issues of concern to the APA. 

In its Decision on Troika-Plus (APA/Decision/2013/02—10 December 2013), the 6th APA Plenary requested the Secretary-General to call for and arrange, in coordination with the current APA President, the meeting of APA Troika-Plus whenever necessary and urged APA Troika and all other member parliaments to actively participate in such meetings to review major issues of international concerns to Asia and generate credible, high-caliber and timely reports for consideration by APA Executive Council. 

The first APA Troika-Plus meeting was held in Amman, Jordan, in 2008. The second meeting took place in Tehran, Iran in 2010. The theme of both meetings concerned the grave situation in Gaza following Israeli aggressions there. The first meeting of the APA Troika-Plus in 2014 is set to be held on May 15-16, in Islamabad, Pakistan. The theme of the meeting is to be related to the recent major developments in Asia, promoting dialogue and curbing the violence and extremism. The meeting shall also consider the requirements and modalities of creating an Asian Parliament through enhancing the capabilities of the APA. It is thus very important for all the APA Member Parliaments to actively participate in this meeting and contribute to its discussions and deliberations.

ANNEX – III
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AGENDA

· Adoption of the Agenda 

· Election of the Bureau 

· Opening Statement by the Chairman

· Report APA Secretary General on the Agenda ıtems before the Standıng Commıttee.

· Discussion on: 

· Consolidation of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia.

· Asian Parliaments & Governments: Together for Solidarity and Prosperity in Asia

· Asian Parliaments Against Terrorism and Foreign Occupation

· New items proposed by Member Parliaments 

· New draft resolutıons proposed by Member Parlıaments

· Adoption of the report 

· Any Other Matter

· Closing

ANNEX – IV
Summary of speeches

 1 – Strengthening the cooperation and friendship in Asia by Honorable Mr. Demirkıran

Co-Chair of Turkey-European Union Joint Parliamentary Committee, Mr. Afif Demirkıran said that he wholeheartedly believe this meeting was an important step in strengthening the cooperation and friendship in Asia.

Mr. Demirkıran expressed that Asia, being the rapidly rising power, recently has led the balance of power in the world to change. He also mentioned that the Eastern countries have started to rise, while the West was struggling with economic crises.

He told that, the people of Asia shared the same land, same history, same problems and of course same solutions. He argued that it would be illogical to turn backs to each other because of artificial separations while having thousands in common.

He said what they need was to find the correct methods and tools to enhance the unity and solidarity and use them the best way possible. Those tools and methods would be instrumental in building the Asian integration.

In his speech Mr. Demirkıran stated that the EU’s first foundations were laid in the aftermath of the Second World War as an economic cooperation between six countries to act as a precaution for further conflicts, and today became a political union with 28 members spanning policy areas from energy to development, from regional policy to environment. 

He pointed out that the Single Market of the European Union, enabling goods, services, capital and people to move freely, has become the main engine, driving the EU to success. He indicated that the Single Market would be an important example for Asia, because any initiative to abolish or diminish the trade barriers would definitely help the development of Asia.

Being the Co-Chair of Turkey-EU Joint Parliamentary Committee, he also shared what could be done in Asia to deepen the cooperation based on the best practices of the European integration. 

He told that the cooperation in Asia should be extended to various sectors and carried out simultaneously in a multi-layered way. He suggested that producing joint projects would be the most efficient way to use the rich natural resources and the human capital Asia has. He pointed youth unemployment as one of the most important problems in Asia and said that any project increasing employment would have huge positive impact.

He argued that economic and technical projects were needed for the anticipated integration, but they weren’t enough. The real Asian integration would be possible only if the people got closer to each other.  Friendship of Asian people was based on thousands of years and would last forever. He suggested that young people should be brought together via social projects and exchange programs. He said that when the Asian people get to know each other better, their capability to solve common problems would enhance.

He underlined the importance of stability, and said that a stable political environment was needed for the prosperity of a society and regional stability was needed for the prosperity of a state. He argued that governments, in their bilateral and multilateral relations, should seek not only their interests but also the interests of their region and strengthen political cooperation mechanisms. 

He expressed that Turkey has always based her foreign policy decisions on principles of pacta sunt servanda and justice. He stated that Asian countries always sided with Turkey in history and they would never forget it. He said that every country in Asia needs unity and solidarity more than ever, and it should be much easier to ensure this cooperation in Asia than anywhere in the world. 

He finished his words by saying that Turkey, with her eastern and western values would continue to serve the world peace.

2 – Global Perspective of Combating Terrorism by Dr. Süleyman ÖZEREN
Assoc. Dr. Süleyman ÖZEREN, Chair of International Center for Terrorism and Transitional Crime, made a speech on Global Perspective of Combating Terrorism. He mainly referred that the authorities combating against the terrorism should deal with the reasons, not the results of it. Therefore it is important that all sides of the issue have to be present on the table in order to reach a solution. He underlined that it is needed to take a multilateral and multi-sectoral approach in combating terrorism due to its international nature. In that sense, Global Counterterrorism Forum which is established within United Nation’s structure and co-chaired by Turkey produced a good document addressing the role of the government institutions, agencies, and civil society in countering violent extremism. Mr. ÖZEREN mentioned that this non-binding document named after Ankara Memorandum aims to provide GCTF members and other interested stakeholders with a non-exhaustive list of practices that reflect the experience of a number of members in countering violent extremism. He also emphasized that implementation of these practices should be in consistent with the international human-rights law, varied histories, cultures, and legal systems among States.

3 - Turkish official development assistance by Mr. Rahman Nurdun, Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency, Presidential Adviser for External Relations 

Turkey’s rapid economic development and her effective role in international arena since 2002 has drawn worldwide attention, and more and more developing countries have been willing to develop cooperation relationships with Turkey. To respond positively to such friendly interest, all Turkish public entities, non-governmental organizations and private sector have been striving to outreach anyone anywhere in the world. Turkey increased her official development assistance by 100% to 2.5 billion USD in 2012 at a time when the total budget allocated by OECD-DAC countries receded to 125 billion USD by a decrease of 4% on the previous year. In the same period, Turkey extended her helping hand to 121 countries ranging from Somalia to Bangladesh, from Myanmar to Kosovo. Against this background, the Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency (TİKA) have continued to grow as the major body with the leading role in Turkish official development assistance. Mandated with the coordination of all public entities to smoothly and consistently execute development cooperation activities, TİKA implements and monitors through its 39 Programme Coordination Offices in 36 countries, and dynamically responds to the needs of local peoples.

4 - Prosperity and Solidarity in Asia by Prof. Dr. Selçuk ÇOLAKOĞLU, Chair of International Strategic Research Organization Center for Asia Pacific Studies.

 He made a short speech on the prosperity and Solidarity in Asia. In his speech, after listing the Asia-oriented organizations name by name with their tasks and objectives, he addressed the major weaknesses of them. According to him, decision making by consensus, absence of mechanism for enforcement and funding issues are the major reasons to malfunctioning of Asia-oriented multilateral organizations. Besides, most of Asian Organizations are lack of priorities due to considerable differences in their economic and political systems in Asian Countries. Also he added that continuing unresolved problems results in lack of mutual trust mechanism among members.

ANNEX - V
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Draft Resolutions Considered by the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs and Recommended to the APA Executive Council
We the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly

Recalling relevant APA Resolutions including Resolution on Consolidation of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2013/01-9 December 2013); Resolution on Reinforcing the Declaration on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2010/09—30 November 2010); Resolution on Pursuing Implementation of the Declaration on the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2008/09, 29 November 2008) and Resolution on the Friendship Pact in Asia; (APA/Res/2007/06, dated 19 November 2007); Text of the Declaration on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2007/06/Annex, 19 November 2007); 

Recognizing the constructive role of APA parliamentarians and inter-parliamentary cooperation in paving the way for strengthening amity and the friendly relations among the Asian Nations and States;

Encouraging further expansion of friendly relations including cultural, diplomatic, scientific, and commercial relations among all Asian States and further communication and interaction among Asian Parliaments and Nations in pursuance of the purposes of the Declaration;

Reaffirming that peace and regional stability are prerequisites to sustainable development and well-being of the people in Asia.


 Reiterating the importance of the Declaration on the Principles of Friendly Relations in Asia as a proper framework for promoting peace and prosperity in Asia; 
Cognizant of the deep-rooted ties of history, geography, culture, and civilization which bind Asian peoples together and the common interests pointing to the need for further cooperation;  

1. Call Upon all Member Parliaments to increase awareness and cognizance among their own members of the principles and guidance contained in the APA Declaration on the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia and contribute to its materialization; 

2. Call Upon all APA Member Parliaments to further collaborate in removing barriers to Asian integration, and actively contribute to the formation of an Asian Parliament
     3. Determine to utilize capacities and opportunities available to the Member Parliaments and the APA Secretariat to promote, publicize, and disseminate information about the Declaration on the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia; 
     4. Resolve to stimulate academic institutions, think-tanks and research centers, universities and educational schools, as well as professional associations throughout Asia to take part in promoting and adhering to the tents and guidelines enshrined in the APA Declaration on the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia, 

      5. Decide to motivate public and private media, press, actual and cyber networks, websites and the like at local, national, and Asian levels to engage in promoting and spreading the word about the content, importance and positive results of the adoption and implementation of the APA Declaration on the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia;

      6. Request all APA Member Parliaments to promote the APA Declaration on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia by all available means including through public and private media, educational programs, publication and dissemination of the text of the Declaration, and artistic manifestations of its contents.  

      7. Welcome the organization of the second international conference on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia by the Parliament of Islamic Republic of Iran to be held in November 2014;

      8. Call Upon the APA Member Parliaments to continue their contributions to the creation of peace and regional stability through legislative, budgetary and monitoring function, and keep up their involvement in international fora. 

9. Request the Secretary-General to make necessary consultations and coordination with the APA Member Parliaments as well as interested Asian organizations and academic institutions for promoting further activities and joint initiatives pertaining to Friendship and Cooperation in Asia;

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA),

Recalling APA Resolution on Resolution on Asian Parliaments and Governments: Together for Solidarity and Prosperity in Asia (APA/Res/2013/02 --9 December 2013); Measures for Enhancing Cooperation Between APA and Asian Governments (APA/Res/2010/11, 30 November 2010) and Resolution on Enhancing Cooperation Between Asian Parliamentary Assembly Member Parliaments and Their Governments for Implementation of APA Decisions (APA/Res/2008/10, 29 November 2008)

Emphasizing the need to foster closer coordination and cooperation between APA and Governments of APA Member Parliaments;

Encouraging Member Parliaments to consider endorsing and adopting common legislations on issues of mutual interest to both APA and Asian Governments;

Taking Note of the deliberations of the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs in its meeting on May 2014 in Ankara, Turkey, on effective measures to enhance further coordination between APA and governments in Asia; 

1. Urge all Member Parliaments to encourage relevant officials of their respective governments to adhere to and further appreciate the usefulness of the principles incorporated in the APA Declaration on the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia,
2. Decide to continue inviting Ministers of Foreign Affairs, or their representatives, and other pertinent officials of the APA Member and Observer Parliaments to participate in the Executive Council and Plenary Sessions of the APA and to exchange views on the most significant and urgent issues in Asia and on the APA agenda;

3. Encourage setting up APA parliamentary groups comprising nominated delegates from interested Member Parliaments to participate in Asian inter-governmental meetings and organizations including Asian South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN), Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), Asia Cooperation Dialogue (ACD), Arab League, and Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), and similar credible organizations in order to promote institutional interaction and cooperation in areas of mutual interest.
4. Welcome the idea of conducting regular bilateral and multilateral meetings, between parliamentary delegations of APA Member Parliaments as well as with other inter-parliamentary and inter-governmental organizations aiming at converging viewpoints on regional and global issues; 

5. Request APA Member Parliaments to identify and describe their priority desirable topics for receiving training, as well their capabilities to offer training and best practices, and share them with other Parliaments, through the APA Secretariat, in order to organize training programs including training and workshops on exchanging best practices and learning from each other;

6. Decide to form working groups from interested and volunteer Member Parliaments to focus on the following issue areas in order to come up with thematic and substantive reports, as well as practical plans of action, for the implementation of the APA decisions and resolutions:

· APA Parliamentary Initiatives for Combating Terrorism

-    Sharing Parliamentary Skills and Best Practices

-  Exploring Areas for Cooperation between APA and Private Sector Institutions on issues of Mutual Interest

7.   Request the Secretary-General to expand the scope of its contacts and communications with inter-governmental as well as non-governmental organizations who work on issues relevant to the items on the APA agenda in order to facilitate further interaction and joint efforts on common grounds with a view to enhancing cooperation between Asian Parliaments and Governments and report thereon to the next session of the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs and the Executive Council;

8.  Request the Secretary General to seek the views of all APA Member Parliaments and report to the Executive Council on feasible initiatives for cooperation between APA and active inter-parliamentary and inter-governmental organizations in Asia; 

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Reaffirming the principles and values enshrined in the Charter of the APA;

Reiterating its commitment to the promotion of peace and security at regional and global levels on the basis of justice and the rule of law;

Recalling APA Resolution on comprehensive counter-terrorism and counter-occupation strategies (APA/Res/2010/07, 30 November, 2010)
Taking Note of the United Nations Resolution on “a world against violence and extremism and on “promotion of interreligious and intercultural dialogue, understanding and cooperation for peace”

Reassuring commitment to counter violent extremism and combat terrorism in all its forms and manifestations
Considering that acts of terrorism and violent extremism threaten peace and security in many areas and are menace to social and economic development of international community

Condemning any and all kinds of support or advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes incitement to discrimination, extremism or sectarian violence

Denouncing stereotyping of any religious, national or ethnic group and condemn any linkage between terrorism and any particular race, religion, ethnic group and culture.
Recognizing that terrorism and violent extremism constitutes a serious common concern for all Member Parliaments, threatening the security and well-being of human societies;

Demanding all states to leave behind the mentality of the Cold War which was conducive to military intervention and confrontation; non-compliance with democratic principles; and interfering in other countries’ domestic affairs, and adopt constructive approaches to conflict resolution and regional stability. 

Emphasizing that the struggle of peoples under foreign occupation to gain national freedom and exercise their right to self-determination is not, in any way, an act of terrorism;

Denouncing violations of international law which threaten international peace and security and violations of human rights committed by the Israeli occupying forces

Recognizing that measures taken by Israeli regime in the occupied Palestinian territories continue to undermine peace and lead to disastrous humanitarian, economic, social and environmental consequences which undermine international efforts towards achieving a just and lasting peace in the region

1. Call Upon APA Member Parliaments to engage in a continuous dialogue and joint parliamentary activities to combat terrorism and extremism in Asia and beyond

2. Call Upon all parliaments and parliamentarians in the world to utilize all means available to them to launch regional and global campaigns against violence and extremism which are conducive to human catastrophes; economic deterioration; political instability; and environmental degradation

3. Call Upon  all APA Member Parliaments to focus on improving capacity building and providing technical assistance in combating terrorism by strengthening hand-in-hand cooperation with executive bodies;

4. Urge all Member Parliaments to harmonize their efforts in promulgating counter-terrorism legislations in Asia with a view to facilitating more effective cooperation among Asian Governments in combating terrorism

5. Express concerns with the increasing threat of involvement of recruited mercenaries and private military troops in internal and regional conflicts who carry out large-scale terrorist activities and defy the security and territorial integrity of sovereign states    

6. Deplores attacks on religious places and shrines and cultural sites in particular any deliberate destruction of relics and monuments;

7. Invite Member Parliaments and their respective Governments to exchange their best practices in fighting terrorism
8. Urge the APA Member Parliaments, Asian States, and other capable organizations in Asia to collaborate in fighting against foreign intervention in the internal affairs of sovereign countries including the imposition of sanctions against Asian people who exercise their right to self-determination 

9. Encourage all Member Parliaments and Asian international organizations to generate public awareness of the importance of inter-cultural and inter-religious dialogue and the dangers of intolerance and sectarian violence for ensuring the promotion of moderation and tolerance and respect for human rights;

10. Request the Secretary-General to seek the views of Member Parliaments on measures taken by Member Parliaments regarding the implementation of this resolution to the next meeting of the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs and the Executive Council;
Inspired by the principles and values enshrined in the Charter of the APA;

Reaffirming its commitment to the promotion of freedom, democracy, peace and security at regional and global levels;

Taking Note of the United Nations Resolution on “a world against violence and extremism and on “promotion of interreligious and intercultural dialogue, understanding and cooperation for peace”

Recognizing that the right of nations to self-determination as a preemptory norm of international law and that all people have the rights to freely exercise their rights without coercion or repression due to foreign occupation;

Considering terrorism and violent extremism as serious common concern for all Member Parliaments, threatening the security and well-being of human societies;

Expressing anxiety as to the increasing threat of involvement of recruited mercenaries and private military troops in internal and regional conflicts who carry out large-scale terrorist activities and defy the security and territorial integrity of sovereign states

1. Deplore attacks on religious places and shrines and cultural sites in particular any deliberate destruction of relics and monuments;

2. Condemn in the strongest terms the Israeli incursions in the Haram-al-Sharif and holy places in al-Quds al-Sharif in full defiance of international law and Muslim feelings worldwide.
3. Encourage all Member Parliaments to further utilize democratic institutions including public elections; transparent competition between political parties; legal and legitimate framework for assessing the credibility of candidates; and free voting;
4. Welcome and encourage the exercise of democratic practices in all countries of Asia, including fair and free elections, particularly in countries whose security and stability damaged by terrorism;
5. Express concerns with potential and actual ramifications of the critical situation in Ukraine for regional and international peace and security and call upon all parties involved to refrain from acts of violence and seek peaceful solutions to the crisis;
6. Deplore the massive destruction and indiscriminate killing of innocent civilians in Syria which have deferred political solutions for the crisis; 
7. Praise negotiations between belligerent sides in Syria in search of internal political solutions to chronic violence with a view to alleviating further damage and curb exacerbation of the situation;
8. Express support and satisfaction with reconciliation among Palestinian organizations, namely Fatah and Hamas aiming at strengthening the united front against Israel which was widely welcomed by Palestinian people.
9. Recognizing that measures taken by Israeli regime in the occupied Palestinian territories continue to undermine peace and lead to disastrous humanitarian, economic, social and environmental consequences which undermine international efforts towards achieving a just and lasting peace in the region.
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